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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 
January 30, 2012 

 
The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 
January 30, 2012, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Snyder in the Community Room of the 
Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 15 people and all in 
attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Geoff Howe, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van 

Antwerp and Joanne Willson 
 
Board Trustees Absent: Ted Hartridge 
 
DISTRICT RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
The Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, introduced Portage Rotary President, Mr. Randy 
Orwig.  Mr. Orwig shared historical information on the Rotary and the Board recognized the Portage 
Rotary for their involvement with Community High.  On behalf of the Board, President Snyder presented 
Mr. Orwig with a recognition certificate and thanked the Portage Rotary for their community activities 
in the District. 
 
Mr. Vance introduced MiCase (Michigan Collaborative Administrative Solutions for Education) 
representatives Mr. Don Dailey and Ms. Carly Wiggins.  Mr. Dailey shared background information on 
the MiCase Award for Collaborative Excellence and presented the certificate to Mr. Tom Zahrt, Human 
Resources Director. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Superintendent’s Report: Interim Superintendent, Dr. Ric Perry, acknowledged Board Appreciation 
Month and recognized the Trustees for their important work and dedicated service to the District and 
community. 
 
Dr. Perry invited the audience to attend the Central High School Performing Arts production of The 
Phantom of The Opera. 
 
Dr. Perry discussed the evaluation training that is taking place in the District.  This training will keep the 
District in compliance with new legislation and will continue throughout the year.  Dr. Perry noted he 
will continue to provide updates on this progress to the Board. 
 
Dr. Perry informed the audience that the Board will begin discussing a recommendation for all day 
Kindergarten in February.  He noted the Governor will be announcing news on changes to the pension 
system and his proposed budget.  Dr. Perry shared possible financial impacts these changes would have 
on the District and urged the community to contact local legislators in support of educational funding. 
 
Financial Report:  The Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, presented a financial report for the 
six month period ending December 31, 2011. 
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COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 
 
President Snyder opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 
were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board. 
 
Ms. Mary Secondi, 8410 Tranquil Street, President of the Bus Drivers Association, shared support for 
Dr. Perry’s appointment as Interim Superintendent; Mr. Mike Westbrook’s appointment as the 
Transportation Manager; and Ms. Jody Shephard’s appointment to Transportation Coordinator.  Ms. 
Secondi acknowledged and thanked Mr. Tom Zahrt for his service to the District and wished him 
success in future endeavors. 
 
President Snyder opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 
 
Mr. Eddy congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished him 
success in future endeavors. 
 
Mr. Van Antwerp congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished 
him success in future endeavors. 
 
Mr. Rathburn congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished him 
success in future endeavors.  He urged the audience to attend the Central High School Performing Arts 
production of The Phantom of The Opera and the Northern High Drama Department Production of And 
A Child Shall Lead.  Mr. Rathburn informed the Board of a legislative meeting with Senator Tonya 
Schuitmaker and Legislator Margaret O’Brien regarding education.  He also discussed participating in 
The Center for Michigan Roundtable Forum regarding educational needs, which will be reported to the 
legislators.  President Snyder noted more Roundtable Forums were planned and urged other Trustees 
and community members to attend via The Center For Michigan web site. 
 
Mr. Howe congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished him 
success in future endeavors. 
 
Mrs. Willson congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished him 
success in future endeavors.  She thanked Dr. Craig Ross, Community High School Administrator, for 
engaging the Portage Rotary as well as Mr. Randy Orwig, for the Rotary’s community service. 
 
President Snyder congratulated Mr. Tom Zahrt, thanked him for his service to the District and wished 
him success in future endeavors.  He acknowledged receipt of the KRESA (Kalamazoo Regional 
Educational Service Agency) annual report and discussed this valued partnership with the District. 
 
President Snyder opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 
 
Mr. Eddy reported on behalf of the Facilities Committee that challenges continue with the West Middle 
School pool and further information will be forthcoming. 
 
Mr. Howe informed the audience the Academic Achievement, Curriculum and Assessment Committee 
will meet on February 14. 
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Mr. Rathburn’s legislative update noted the District is looking forward to news from the Governor.  He 
reported the Portage Athletic Foundation’s fundraiser “Steppin’ Out” was a success and thanked those 
who attended as well as the committee members for this great event. 
 
Mr. Eddy added to the legislative update highlighting a Michigan School Board Association webinar 
pertaining to legislation being considered by the State of Michigan. 
 
Mr. Van Antwerp reminded the audience that Portage Education Foundation (PEF) scholarship 
applications are due on February 17.  He informed the community that the PEF fundraiser, the Spring 
Classic Auction and Dinner, is scheduled for Sunday, March 25 at the Central High School Commons.  
Mr. Van Antwerp noted he was pleased with the increased enrollment numbers in the District. 
 
President Snyder noted the Board would be discussing the changes to Michigan Laws and Trustee’s 
terms of service at the Retreat in April. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
President Snyder presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the Board of 
Education: The minutes of the December 12, 2011, Special and Regular Business Meetings, 
December 22, 2011, Special Meeting, January 9, 2012, Policy Governance Retreat, and January 
16, 2012, Special Meeting and Committee of the Whole Work Session, and the Policy 2.4, 
Financial Planning/Budgeting. 
 
There being no objections, motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUIRED APPROVAL ITEMS 
 
Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 
approve the appointment of the following new teachers: Ms. Chelsea Crouch, Ms. Rachel Mancino-
Smith and Ms. Laurie Waldvogel, as presented. 
 
Dr. Perry provided background on the new teacher hires funded through a Title I Grant. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by President Snyder, that the Board of Education 
approve the three-year extension of the Custodial Services Contract with Grand Rapids Building 
Services, Inc., as presented.  It is further recommended that the Board of Education not approve 
the Day-Time Staff Option, as presented. 
 
Dr. Perry responded to Trustee questions pertaining to the lower cost relating to cleaning equipment 
purchased, the square footage increase adjustment and the recommendation not to outsource first shift 
custodians. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
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Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education approve the 
purchase of 275 document cameras for use with Technology Enhanced Classroom systems from 
Netrix in an amount not to exceed $54,628.75, monies coming from the 2008 Bond Funds #1 and 
#2, as presented.   
 
Mr. Dan Vomastek, Director of Information and Technology Systems, shared detailed information on this 
recommendation and responded to Trustee questions regarding future middle school plans. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Howe, that the Board of Education approve the 
purchase of 50 laptop computers from Insight Public Sector for an amount not to exceed 
$29,820.50, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Fund #1, as presented.   
 
Mr. Vomastek provided background on this recommendation. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education approve the 
purchase of 136 large screen displays from Troxell Communications, Inc., in an amount not to 
exceed $321,920.16, funds coming from the 2008 Bond Fund #1, as presented. 
 
Mr. Vomastek provided background on this recommendation. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education approve the 
recommended changes and additions to the science curriculum that were approved by the 
District Curriculum and Instruction Council (CIC) on December 14, 2011, and are supported by 
the Administration, as presented.  Mr. Van Antwerp offered a friendly amendment, adopted by 
general consent, to change the word “approve” to “affirm”, as presented. 
 
Mrs. Nancy Haas, Moorsbridge Elementary Principal, provided background information on the 
recommended middle school and high school science curriculum changes.  She thanked the parents and 
staff for their efforts on this recommendation.  Mrs. Haas and Dr. Perry responded to Trustee questions 
regarding: course selections, IB (International Baccalaureate) classes and other options available to 
District students. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education approve 
the nomination of Ms. Patti Chen to the Special Education Parent Advisory Committee at 
KRESA (Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency).  This appointment would be for a 
three-year term expiring in the 2014-15 school year, as presented. 
 
Mrs. Gail Van Daff, Director of Special Education, provided details on this recommendation. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education approve 
the Collaborative Marketing Effort Proclamation, as presented. 
 
Mr. Tom Vance shared details on the joint ventures between local governmental units and how the City 
of Portage, Portage Public Schools and the Portage Public Library will jointly market the community.  
Mrs. Willson read the proclamation. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by President Snyder, that the Board of Education 
approve the West Middle School Kitchen Equipment Purchase Recommendation, as presented.  
Mrs. Willson offered a friendly amendment, adopted by general consent, to add “Purchase One – 
South Bend GSX-10HE Two Compartment Floor Model, Gas Fired Convection Steamer with 10 
pan capacity from the lowest qualified bidder, Great Lakes West, for a total cost of $11,365.22 and 
Purchase Two – South Bend KTLG-40, 40 gallon Gas Fired Tilting Steam Jacketed Kettles from 
the lowest bidder, Great Lakes West, for a cost of $31,423.92, from the Food Services Fund”.   
 
Dr. Perry and Mrs. Karla Colestock shared background information on the equipment replacement and 
responded to questions regarding the age of the equipment, schools serviced from this site and the 
funding limitations for this type of purchase. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education 
approve the revisions to Policy 2.5, Financial Condition and Activities, as presented.   
 
President Snyder clarified the contract approval procedures noting these revisions strike a balance 
between executive authority and Board oversight. 
 
Motion carried unanimously 
 
Mr. Van Antwerp requested an update on Bond Funds 1 and 2 as well as the Building and Site Sinking 
Fund at a future meeting.  Dr. Perry informed the Board this will be a discussion item at the Work 
Study Session on the February 13. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edna Kent 
Recording Secretary 
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